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Introduction
Each and every sandhi and rule
appl icable to euphonic combi nations
in Pal i language have been discussed
by the traditiona l Pa li grammaria ns as
well as modem scholars. It is very
rare to find a sandhi or a formula of
sandhi which has not been subjected
to ana lysis.

The substitution of 'J ' into ' ' is a rare
case of eup honic combination in Pali
language. Non e of the trad itiona l
sources Kacc yana. R pasiddhi or
B I \'Ot ra has ana lyzed a Form ula
rela ted 10 rhe funct ion of this sandhi.
Even in Moggall y alta we can't find a
formula of this sandhi Funct ion. The
only grammarian who has pa id
atten tion to this sandhi is venerab le
Saddhomm la k ra who complied
Abhinava Culta Nirutti. The objec tive
of this paper is to inquire into it.

Uiscuss ion
Under the section of Niggah (a sandhi

the Kacc yana trad ition has po inted
out the substitution of some
con sonan ts into nigga h fa , The
substit ution of group ending letters ,
, , fl, 111 with the rule of 'Vaggal1la v
vagge ' (last lette r of the same group is
placed). With the rule 'Mad sare:
(the niggah ta fo llowed by vowel is
substuuted by 'm ' or 'd') '111' or 'd ' is
substituted for " followe d by a
vowel; when followed by y '. "
together with )" ' is optionally
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changed into with the rule
'Ebe a " . "followed by 'e 'or' h ' is
optionally changed into " and

respective ly " . When it is dou bled
becomes wi th the rule 'Stl)'l? co " The
rule 'Vagganla " mgge' consists of
the term ',, ' dcnon.."S somewhere is
a lso substituted to ' , (Va;' rena le 10

ca. pulli ga .) But the substitutio n of
's ' has not been mentioned he re. lf'th e
description about ' l ' is not mentioned
here, substitution of 's ' can be
imp lied with the word ' r '.

Depending on these refere nces we can
come to following conclusions.
i. Kacc y anG tradition has skipped

th is sandhi due to ignora nce,
II. Since this is a rare sandhi. the

authors of tradi tional works of
grammar fa iled to find exam ples .

Il l. This sandhi may be a rest of
eva luation of voca l language, and
in the per iod of co mpiling
grammatical work s this sandhi
did not appear.

But the author of Abhinavo CulJa
Niruui indicates the substitution
of 's ' into ' 'by the word of 'cu'
of the rule 'Saye ea '. In this text
we find two exam ples for this.

1. Buddha + sara a
Buddhas + sara a
Buddhassara a

ii. Ava + siro
Avas + s iro
Avossiro
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These exa mples may be creations of
the autho r. Otherw ise we can 't find
these words in Pali canons or
somewhere. So these wo rds can't be
accep ted at a ll as practical examples.
We can exam ine the funct ion of these
sandhi with practical examples . In the
Mah vaggapali we co me across a
word Paripu assa . It is used in the
meaning of ' his is fulfilled '. To
have this meaning it should he
disjoined as Paripu a + ossa.
The formation of Paripu assa is as
fo llows .
Paripu a + assa - disjo ined word.

Paripu a + ssa - the vowel following
can be e lided by the rule 'Paro v
saro '.
Paripu a + sa - the vowel after
having been e lided , if there be a
double co nsonant it also beco me
single due to the rule 'Bya j ano ca
visa ogo ',
Paripu as + sa - substitution of 's '

into .
Paripu assa - combined word.

Methodology
Th is pape r is mai nly based on literary
survey and persona l observations.
Data collected from the texts were
analyzed using the ana lytica l and
descripti ve methods.

Conclusions
Wit h the above references it can be
clearly sec the substit ution of 's ' into
, , and how it is in pract ical usage.

Only the Abhinava Culla Niruni has
pointed out this sandhi ru le among the
Pali grammarians. So it is clear that
the early Pal l grammari ans have not
entire ly covered the whole sandhi in
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Pa li language. That is why the author
of B I vat ra says that 'in this manner
other combination also which are
op posite to the language of ' Tanti '
sho uld be unders tood ' . (Emma aDi
vi erv sa hit tantiy hit .)

References
Abhinava Culla Nlruui, (Ace.No.

277267- 3.1.307), Palm leave
co llection, University of
Peradeniya, Sri Lanka.

Kaccyana Vy kara a. (1867), ed.
James de Alwis , Colombo.

B I vat ra. (1892). ed . H. Sumangala
there. Lakrivik irana press,
Colombo.

Mah Rpasiddhi, (1964), ed. K.
Pannasekhara thera. Gunase na
Press, Co lombo.

Vinaya Pi aka II, (1964), ed. H.
Oldenberg, PTS , Lond on.


